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Antique tractors: the history of agricultural mechanization in Italy on show at EIMA
From the first post-war period to the economic boom years, all the way to the era of remotely driven tractors. Large companies and trade magazines open their archives to EIMA, the international exhibition of agricultural machinery currently being held at BolognaFiere. This is the story of the evolution of the sector in Italy and of the historical changes that made it grow.
[bookmark: _GoBack]It starts from the First World War, when the abandoned war material became raw material for industrial production in a country brought to its knees by war. We arrive to the present day, characterized by the tumultuous and rapid development of technology. In the middle there is a century of history that has radically changed, along with the country, work and life in the fields. There are small and large farms that have contributed over the years to making the agricultural machinery sector a giant in the domestic industry. At EIMA, the international exhibition of agricultural machinery underway in Bologna, companies and trade magazines open their archives. The result is an overview of agricultural mechanization that is not just a look at technological developments, but also at the profound transformation of society. An example comes from the book "Orsi farm tractor 1931-1964", published by Edagricole and written by Matteo Vitozzi. Presented today at the world exhibition in Bologna, it tells the story of the Orsi company, a family business in Tortona, in the province of Alessandria. This story begins at the end of the nineteenth century, intersecting with the history of tractors from the 1930s. Vitozzi's reconstruction begins here, describing the vintage models, wheeled and tracked, with technical spec sheets that allow enthusiasts to have a comprehensive view of the contribution given by the Piedmontese company (which is now closed) to the evolution of Italian agricultural mechanization. From Orsi, we move on to a great brand, Lamborghini Trattori, an excellence that has its roots in the second post-war period, specifically in 1948, and which celebrated its 70th anniversary at EIMA. Founded in Pieve Di Cento, in the area of Ferrara, the Emilian company started its production using abandoned war materials. The great turning point came in 1952, when the Fanfani law allocated 125 billion old lire to farmers for the purchase of agricultural machinery of domestic production. For many companies, and not just for Lamborghini, these incentives became the launch pad towards production on an industrial scale and towards success. No less interesting is the meeting on the topic "The combine harvester, a queen of the fields between past, present and future" promoted by Informatore Agrario and the Historical Archive "Pietro Laverda", an institution born to witness the historical role that this prestigious brand has had in the field of agricultural machinery.   
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